darch 1, 19

r. R. P, Leving,
Divisicr of Zotany, U, Cal.,
Los Angeles 24, Cslif,

Dear Paul:

Thank you for your prompt reply.

I think that it would be beal Lo #alt Lo hear from the fellowship
awsrd commltitees before dolng anything elss, I alsco concur in not
comnunicating agaln with NAC, anless your fellonshlp is awarded, in
which case it will then be your task to rectily ths situwation, which
should not be difficult. Tith respect to PHS, I an net certain whsther
1t would be better tactlcs to anedd your application now vr not. The
PHS dees put an undue weight on the field of investigetion as zgalinst
the acudamle queliflcatione of the investigutor, und it is conceivable
that a problea in bacteriology aight appear in a more attractive light.
This would depend a great deasl on the orisntation of your original appli-
cation. I have wyritton a lotter to 3tons; here anclosed, which you can
forward If you decide this %o be the better course.

Cne point 1a still not entirely clesr, your gstunding re Puzzatii.
Hsve you definltely declded to put off a trip to Italy, cr will you try
1t if fisancial support comes through? T don't mind st all being put off
about this as far as facilitles for you here ere concerned, dut befors
any steps are teken to creats a salary, we would need soms assurance
that you would be avallable. The figurs you mentione? zeens juite rsasonable,
and I am fairly sure that if there is any support at all, it would be at
that fdgure or higher. In comparing stipends, howewver, you #i11 have to
keep in mind the very stiff 1S income tax. Its applicability to pset-doc-
toral fellowships is being disputed now between Treasury and PH3, and
presusably with other foundations also. Any stipend not in the fora of a
direct follewship to you would certainly be taxable. I am afraid that your
wife's assistantship would be also,

Housing has improved considerably in Madison, and there is a bureau of

the same calibre as Berksley's. There is nothing in particular to do about
it for the present.

You might be interestsd to start going into the microblal genetic litera-
ture (to the sxtent you haven't already). It's somewhat dated, but you might
have scme use for the reading list I used in the course at Berkeley last sum-
mer.

Sincerely,

Joshua Lederberg,



